EDB 241 Toneff-Cotner Section, Spring 2017


Sample of an Integrated Lesson Using IRIS Module
Note to the Reader:

Notice the interaction between the Social Foundations course and the Intro to Teaching course.  Also note how the Iris Module provides the theoretical framework, while the field allows students to view and experience the theory within the context of the classroom and community, allowing teacher candidates to better understand the relevancy of the content.  This is a cyclical process that occurs throughout the semester
1) IRIS Module, Cultural and Linguistic Differences:
Donna Ford discusses the importance of acknowledging cultural differences, the influence of stereotypes, and some of the factors related to academic success for students from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds (time: 9:00).

2) Written Assignment: 1-2 page paper in APA
Prompt:

After watching the IRIS Module: Cultural and Linguistic Differences, discuss the following:

1) The success of culturally different populations in schools as it relates to

"involuntary minorities" and "voluntary minorities" as referenced in the research of John Ogbu.

2) Donna Ford discusses how stereotyping by teachers impacts student learning.  What does she say about this?  What do teachers need to do to overcome stereotyping of students from different populations?
Sample Student Response to the IRIS Module Written Assignment
John Ogbu discusses an important topic of, “involuntary minorities” vs “voluntary minorities” in the classroom. The voluntary students were not brought to the United States against their will, they moved here because their families saw better opportunities for them here... involuntary students may not try as hard as voluntary students because they were forced in the United States against their free will. Those students may not view the U.S. as a place for opportunity… Donna Ford says that stereotypes impact students by preventing them from reaching their full educational potential because the teacher already has judged them… This can affect how a student performs in a classroom. For example, low expectations are set for African American, Latino, and American Indian students because of the stereotypes said about those races. I think this affects those particular students’ positive mindset of themselves, especially since people think so negatively of them. They will begin to think negatively of themselves. Donna Ford states that teachers need to, “work on being more culturally competent.” She discusses how teachers need to decrease the amount of biases and stereotypes made about students so that they do not get in the way of student’s education. 
3) Discussion Board Prompt
Reflect on your visits at your assigned school.  What evidence did you see that culturally responsive teaching is occurring?  Describe the teacher/student relationships.  How might the teacher/student relational factors observed impact learning?

Sample Student Response on Discussion Board:
“Respect was probably the most important thing I learned from this experience. If the teacher did not have respect for the students and they didn't have respect for the teacher the classroom would be chaotic. It seems that a lot of the learning in the school was small group or large group work. I really liked this because the students can get chances to interact and their learning experience is more involved and fun. 

All of the teachers in my classrooms that I went to were African American just like most of the students. I would like to say this does not affect students’ performance and classroom management but I think it does, especially if the teacher that was white was not mindful of the difference between her and the students. This makes me nervous because I want to [be a] teacher in a urban school distract and I know I will just have to be mindful of the differences and hopefully I will get the respect from the students. 

 …I got to experience a special education classroom. In this classroom, I got to interact with the students and help them with their assignments and sometimes read, or lead the group work. I saw a lot of culturally responsive teaching occurring in the classrooms. It was most evident in the sixth grade classroom. One of the days I was there, he [the teacher] showed them videos about young kids going to prison and if they would've just stayed in school and focused on their work they wouldn't of ended up in that situation of being in prison at such a young age. This teacher always kept on top of the students’ behavior and if it wasn't acceptable he would call their parents or talk to them about what would happen if they kept this kind of behavior up. The kids responded really well to this teacher and they respected him, which helped with their learning experience. 
