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Todayôs Session 

ÅComparing the New Core Tests 

with  Praxis I Tests 

ÅUpdate on Praxis Testing ï New 

Score Reporting, Test Center 

Expansion and Test Dates 

ÅResources for You and Your 

Students 
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Background on ETS  

ÅNon-profit organization, founded in 1947; combined ACE, 

Carnegie Foundation and College Entrance Examination 

Board 

ÅMission: advance quality and equity in education for all 

people worldwide 

ÅETS develops, administers, and scores  

ï50+million assessments in  

ï180 countries at over  

ï9,000  locations worldwide 
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Core Academic Skills for 

Educators Tests: 

Reading, Writing and 

Mathematics 
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Å Regenerated Praxis I® Pre-Professional Skills Tests (PPST®) 

Å Measure academic skills in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics 

that are needed to successfully prepare for a career in 

education 

Å Delivered on computer only (except for ADA accommodations) 

Å Delivered as three separate assessments: 

ïReading 85 minutes (vs. 75 minutes for PPST Reading) 

ïWriting 100 minutes (vs. 68 minutes for PPST Writing) 

ïMathematics 85 minutes (vs. 75 minutes for PPST Mathematics) 

ïCombined Test 4½ hours 

Å First administration October 2013 

 

 

 



Core Test Fees 

Å$135 for the combined test 

Å$125 for two tests taken at the same time 

Å$85 for a single test 

 

Same fees as PPST 
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What are the skills assessed? 
ÅSkills in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics, drawn from 

the College and Career Readiness Standards of the 

Common Core and identified as important for a career in 

education 

ÅWeighting and priority of test content is based on the 

importance of that content (those skills) to success ð

learning and achievement ð within an educator 

preparation program 



Big Picture: What is different from 

PPST? 
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ÅThe tests were designed from the ground up 

to align with the Common Core State 

Standards.  

ÅTeacher candidates are being assessed on 

the same range of career and college 

readiness skills they are looking to help 

students achieve. 

 

8 



Big Picture: What is different from 
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Reading: Added assessment of integrating content from 

multiple texts and texts with diverse formats. 

Mathematics: More rigorous coverage including 

assessment of CCSS content that is not included in the 

PPST.  

Writing: Assesses the ability to write an argument AND to 

write an informational/explanatory essay. More of the 

candidateôs score comes from productive writing skills 

(writing and revision), and selected response questions 

include coverage of research skills.  
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Big Picture: What is different from 
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ÅScores will be reported on the 100-200 Praxis 

score scale, as opposed to the 150-190 PPST 

scale. 

ÅBecause the tests measure additional content, 

and are designed to be more rigorous, scores on 

the new tests cannot be compared with scores 

on the PPST. 

ÅStandard setting studies established 

recommended passing scores on the new score 

scale.   

10 
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11 

I. Key Ideas and Details 
17-22 

SR* 
35% 

II. Craft, Structure, and Language 

Skills 

14-19 

SR* 
30% 

III. Integration of Knowledge and 

Ideas 

17-22 

SR* 
35% 

*Selected Response (SR) questions include traditional multiple-choice 

questions as well as innovative items such as multiple-selection 

multiple-choice. 



PPST Reading  Core Reading 

Number of 

questions 

46 multiple-choice questions (5710) 

40 multiple-choice questions (0710) 
56 selected-response 

questions 

Time 75 minutes (5710) 

60 minutes (0710) 

85 minutes 

Delivery Method  Computer-delivered (5710) 

Paper-delivered (0710) 

Computer-delivered 

Types of passages ÅLong passages (approx. 200 

words) with 4-7 questions 

ÅShort passages (approx. 100 

words) with 2 or 3 questions 

ÅBrief statements with 1 

question 

ÅPaired passages totaling 

approx. 200 words with 4-7 

questions 

ÅLong passages (approx. 

200 words) with 4-7 

questions 

ÅShort passages (approx. 

100 words) with 2 or 3 

questions 

ÅBrief statements with 1 

question 

Comparing Praxis Core Reading with PPST 



Reading  
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What is carried over from PPST? 
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Candidate is presented with a variety of texts of 

different lengths from a variety of disciplines. 

Including graphical texts. 



Reading 
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The regenerated academic 

skills test adds texts used to 

assess integration of content 

between multiple texts. 

Including graphical texts. 



Reading  
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New question types get at standards not covered by PPST 
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CCSS College and Career Readiness Anchor 

Standards for Reading  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in 

diverse media and formats, including visually 

and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 

themes or topics in order to build knowledge or 

to compare the approaches the authors take. 



Core Academic Skills for Educators  
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Mathematics (5732) 
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I.  Number and Quantity 17 (SR and NE)*   30% 

II.  Algebra and Functions  17 (SR and NE)* 30% 

III.  Geometry  11 (SR and NE)* 20% 

IV.  Statistics and Probability  11 (SR and NE)* 20% 

*Selected Response (SR) questions include traditional multiple-choice 

questions as well as innovative items such as multiple-selection multiple-

choice. 

*Numeric Entry (NE) questions require candidates to enter an answer rather 

than selecting from among answer choices. 



PPST Mathematics Core Mathematics 

Number of questions 46 multiple-choice questions 

(5730) 

40 multiple-choice questions 

(0730) 

56 selected-response questions 

Time 75 minutes (5730) 

60 minutes (0730) 

85 minutes 

Delivery Method Computer-delivered (5730) 

Paper-delivered (0730) 

Computer-delivered 

Question Types  Single-selection multiple-choice 

questions 

Selected-response and 

numeric entry questions, 

including:  

Å Single-selection multiple-

choice questions 

Å Multiple-selection 

multiple-choice questions 

Å Numeric entry questions 

Comparing Praxis Core Math with PPST 



Mathematics 
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What is carried over from PPST? 
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I. Number and Operations 

ÅOrder 

ÅEquivalence 

ÅNumeration and Place Value 

ÅNumber Properties 

ÅOperation Properties 

ÅComputation 

ÅEstimation 

ÅRatio, Proportion, and Percent 

ÅNumerical Reasoning 

II. Algebra 

ÅEquations and Inequalities 

ÅAlgorithmic Thinking 

ÅPatterns 

ÅAlgebraic Representation 

ÅAlgebraic Reasoning 

III. Geometry and Measurement 

ÅGeometric Properties 

ÅThe xy-Coordinate Plane 

ÅGeometric Reasoning 

ÅSystems of Measurement\ 

ÅMeasurement 

IV. Data Analysis and Probability 

ÅData Interpretation 

ÅData representation 

ÅTrends and Inferences 

ÅMeasures of Center and Spread 

ÅProbability 

The Core Mathematics test includes 

topics covered in PPST. 



Mathematics 
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Whatôs new? 
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I. Number and Quantity  

 The Real Number System 

ÅWork with radicals and integer exponents 

II. Algebra and Functions 

 Reasoning with Equations and Inequalities  

ÅUnderstand solving equations as a process 

of reasoning and explain the reasoning 

 Building  Functions 

Å Interpreting Functions 

ÅBuilding Functions 

The Core Mathematics test adds 

coverage of CCSS mathematics 

content not included in PPST. 

III. Geometry 

 Modeling with Geometry  

ÅApply geometric concepts in modeling 

situations  

IV. Statistics and Probability 

 Basic Statistics and Probability 

ÅDevelop understanding of statistical 

variability  

ÅUse random sampling to draw inferences 

about a population 

Å Investigate patterns of association in 

bivariate data 

Å Interpreting Categorical and Quantitative 

Data 

Å Interpret linear models 



Mathematics  
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Whatôs new? 
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Onscreen calculator added. 

Test is meant to assess mathematical 

reasoning, not computation. 

Calculator reduces the chance of 

simple arithmetic error. 



Mathematics  
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Whatôs new? 
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Innovative Item Types ï Numeric entry and Multiple Selection responses added 

Which of the following are valid ways to find 125 percent of 

a number? 

 

Select all that apply. 

 

Ä Multiply the number by 1.25. 

Ä Divide the number by 4 and multiply the result by 5. 

Ä Divide the number by 4 and add the result to the 

number. 

Ä Multiply the number by 0.25 and multiply the result 

by 4. 

 



Core Academic Skills for Educators  
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Writing (5722) 
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I. Text Types, Purposes, and Production 
 A. Text Production: Writing Arguments 

 B. Text Production: Writing Informative/Explanatory Texts 

 C. Text Production: Revision 

6-12 SR* 

2 CR 
60% 

II. Language and Research Skills for Writing 
 A.  Language Skills 

 B.  Research Skills 

28-34 

SR* 
40% 

*Selected Response (SR) questions include traditional multiple-

choice questions as well as innovative items such as multiple-

selection multiple-choice. 



PPST Writing Core Writing 

Number of 

questions 

44 multiple-choice questions (5720) 

40 multiple-choice questions (0720) 

1 constructed-response question (both 5710 

and 0710) 

40 selected-response questions 

2 constructed response 

questions 

Time 68 minutes (5720) ς 38 minutes for the 

multiple-choice section and 30 minutes for the 

constructed-response section 

60 minutes (0720) ς Two 30-minute sections 

100 minutes (40 minutes for the 

selected-response section and 

two 30-minute constructed-

response sections) 

Question 

Types  

Single-selection multiple-choice questions: 

¶ Usage 

¶ Sentence Correction 

Constructed-response question: 

¶ Argumentative Essay 

Selected-response questions: 

¶ Usage 

¶ Sentence Correction 

¶ Revision in Context 

¶ Research Skills 

CR questions: 

¶ Argumentative Essay 

¶ Informative/Explanatory 

Essay 

Comparing Praxis Core Writing with PPST 



Writing  
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What is carried over from PPST? 
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Argumentative essay 

Assesses CCR Standards 

Writing 1, 4 

Language 1, 2, 3 

Sentence Correction 

 

 

Language 1, 2, 3 

Usage 

 

 

Language 1, 2 


