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Educator Licensure FAQs

April 14, 2010
1. How does the new four year Ohio Resident Educator Program, to begin with the 2011-2012 school year, affect 

a. Teachers who begin teaching on an alternative educator license in 2010-11, or who are in their second year under an alternative educator license in 2010-2011? 

b. Teachers who begin teaching on a provisional route B career-technical license in 2010-11, or who are in their second, third or fourth year under a provisional route B license during that year, but who have not yet completed either the old Entry Year Program or the current one year Transition Resident Educator Program?

Teachers who are in either their first or second year of teaching on an alternative educator license in 2010-2011, and  teachers in either their first, second, third or fourth year of teaching on a provisional  route B career-technical license in 2010-2011 may complete the Transition Resident Educator Program during the 2010-2011 school year. 

Both alternatively licensed teachers and route B teachers who are able to complete the Transition Resident Educator Program during 2010-2011 will then be able to continue teaching during 2011-2012 under their alternative educator license or provisional route B license, until the license expires.  

At that time, route B teachers will need to have completed the coursework in their route B career-technical teacher preparation program, and teachers holding alternative educator licenses will need to have completed their additional coursework and Praxis II testing requirements, in order to qualify to advance to a 5 year professional license. 

2. What will teachers who hold a provisional license but who have not completed either the Transition Resident Educator Program or the Entry Year Program do when their provisional license expires?

Teachers who hold provisional licenses but who have not completed either the Entry Year Program (including passing Praxis III) or the Transition Resident Educator Program may continue to renew the provisional license until such time that they obtain a teaching position in their area of licensure.  At that time, they must apply for the four year resident educator license and complete the Resident Educator Program.

3. What about new Ohio teacher graduates who will be applying for their first Ohio teaching license sometime during 2010-2011? What license will they apply for and how will this fit with the Ohio Resident Educator Program beginning in the fall of 2011?

New Ohio teacher graduates will be able to apply for an initial provisional teaching license during 2010-2011 if the requested effective date of the license is July 1, 2010, or beginning January 1, 2011 they may apply for a four year resident educator license with a July 1, 2011 effective date.  Any initial teaching license issued with a July 1, 2011 effective date will need to be a four year resident educator license.  Provisional teaching licenses may be used to work as a substitute teacher or tutor if the license holder has not obtained a regular teaching position in their licensure area.

Any teacher who has been issued a two year provisional teaching license with an effective date of July 1, 2010 or earlier,  whose first year of employment in their licensure area is 2011-2012 or later, will need to apply for a four year resident educator license in order to complete the four year Ohio Resident Educator Program.  

4. What about licensed teachers from other states who move to Ohio and apply for an initial teaching license? What license will they get and what will their requirements be?

Currently, incoming out of state teachers who have three or more years of experience in their area of teacher preparation may apply for an Ohio professional teaching license as their first license, rather than a provisional teaching license. It is anticipated that this requirement will remain in effect when the residency program begins in 2011, and that out of state teachers with three or more years of experience will still be able to obtain the professional license as their first Ohio license. Out of state teachers with less than three years of experience will apply for the resident educator license and a process will be developed to accommodate these teachers within the residency program. A National Board certified out of state teacher could choose to apply for the lead professional educator license as their first Ohio license if other eligibility criteria are met.     

5. Are tutors eligible for the Transition Resident Educator Program during 2010-2011?  

As in previous years, only Title I tutors are eligible for the Transition Resident Educator Program.

6. Are people teaching under supplemental teaching licenses eligible for the Transition Resident Educator Program during 2010-2011?  

People who are in either their first, second or third year of teaching under a supplemental teaching license may complete the Transition Resident Educator Program during 2010-2011.This would apply only to teachers whose standard teaching license is a provisional license and who have not yet completed either the Transition Resident Educator Program or the Entry Year Program.
7. Will all mentors working with resident educators need to hold the lead professional educator license beginning in 2011?

No, the only license a mentor must hold is a valid professional license or certificate.

8. Must Resident Educator Program Coordinators hold the lead professional educator license?

No.  

9. Is there a pathway for administrators to obtain the senior professional educator license or the lead professional educator license?

No. The senior and lead professional educator licenses are intended to serve as career advancement pathways for teachers with the hope of incentivizing excellent teachers to remain in the classroom while serving in leadership roles. Educators who have become administrators have already chosen a different career pathway.    

10. Does the 5-year professional license still require a masters degree at the second renewal?

House Bill 1 required a masters degree for the senior and lead professional educator licenses, but not for the professional educator license. Under the new career ladder licensure system the masters degree requirement moves to the new, upper levels of professional licensure (the senior and lead licenses).  

Teachers will have the option of remaining at the professional license level by completing the required 6 semester hours/18 CEU’s every five years and will not need to meet a masters degree requirement that is tied to renewal of a professional teaching license.

 This alignment of the professional license within the new licensure system is reflected in proposed amended licensure rule 3301-24-08, Professional or Associate License Renewal.  

11. Does a route B Career Tech teacher still need to obtain a degree applicable to the career field, classroom teaching or an area of licensure at the second renewal of the professional career tech license?

Yes, this degree requirement for route B career-technical teachers will remain. Proposed amended licensure rule 3301-24-08, Professional or Associate License Renewal, has added language specifying that the degree requirement for route B teachers applies only to individuals who received their first route B license AFTER this requirement first took effect (12/30/2004). 

12. What is presently required to advance from a two year provisional principal license to a five year professional principal license? Is the provisional principal license still the initial principal license that is issued in Ohio?
 Beginning Jan. 1, 2010, ODE began issuing a five year professional principal license as the initial principal license to candidates who complete principal licensure programs at approved institutions of higher education. In addition, as of Jan. 1, all current holders of two year provisional principal licenses are eligible to advance to a five year professional principal license at any time, or they can wait until their licenses are due for renewal. License holders who are advancing a provisional principal license to a professional license may align their principal license with their existing five year professional teaching license, or they may obtain a stand-alone five year professional principal license.
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